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Session Overview

Discover the
Latest Insights

Dive into the research
on economic mobility
and what it reveals
about opportunity in
America.

Leverage Data
Tools

Learn how to access
and apply economic
mobility data to
inform your work and
drive impact.

Learn from Local
Action

See how Charlotte, NC
community leaders
turned research into
real-world strategies
for advancing
mobility.



We are a research and policy lab
based at Harvard University.

= OPPORTUNITY

SouE Our mission is to identify barriers to
S economic opportunity and inform
scalable solutions that will empower
people throughout the United States to

rise out of poverty and achieve better
life outcomes.



What 1s Economic Mobility?

Children’s income in adulthood relative to their parent’s

Parent’s Household Income Child’s Household Income in Adulthood
The household income a child is exposed to while growing up The household income a child achieves later in life
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Using Big Data - The Geography of Opportunity

We repeat this same analysis for ~20 million Americans, mapping their income back to
the neighborhoods in which they grew up, to see which places in America offer children
the best chances of climbing the income ladder.




The Fading American Dream

Percent of Children Earning More than Their Parents, by Year of Birth

100—
v 90— Why Economic Mobility Matters
@) The defining feature of the American Dream is upward mobility -
S the aspiration that all children have a chance at economic success,
g " no matter their background. While 90% of children born in 1940
== 80 out-earned their parents, today, only half of all children do.
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Source: Chetty, Grusky, Hell, Hendren, Manduca, Narang (Science 2017)



The Geography of Opportunity

Where and for whom does opportunity exist?
What are the characteristics of high opportunity areas?




Opportunity Varies by Place

Average Household Income at Age 35 for Children whose Parents Earned $27K (25th percentile)
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Opportunity Varies by Place + is hyper local

Average Household Income at Age 35 for Children whose Parents Earned $27K (25th percentile)

Growing up in adjacent neighborhoods can be the same as living in completely
different regions of the U.S.
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Opportunity Varies by Place + is hyper local

Average Household Income at Age 35 for Children whose Parents Earned $27K (25th percentile)

Growing up in adjacent neighborhoods can be the same as living in completely
different regions of the U.S.

‘A.‘! |
RS (1 ney ;
: : r \'\ 5 kvalle ‘3 /..v{:

» ‘ ﬁ ; Baltimore

¢ I, ~ - A w '\ v dale f _ »
> ! | AN N an el -
B e, b 3 \ i : N 3:‘ . 4
|EEmBalt , 8
{ - I"' d
1y

i '.a‘ .::l“

<$20k  $33k  >$55k
L DN

Blue = More Upward Mobility
Red = Less Upward Mobility

Source: Chetty, Hendren, Kline, Saez (QJE 2014)



Changing Opportunity

How is opportunity changing within places in recent years?




Changes in Opportunity for White Americans

White Children with Low-Income Parents

Born in 1978

Born in 1992

Household Income Percentile at Age 27 for
Children with Parents at 25th Percentile
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Source: Chetty, Dobbie, Goldman, Porter, Yang (2024)
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Changes in Opportunity for Black Americans

Black Children with Low-Income Parents

$18.8k
Source: Chetty, Dobbie, Goldman, Porter, Yang (2024)

Children with Parents at 25th Percentile

Household Income Percentile at Age 27 for




The Geography of Upward Mobility in the United States

Average Household Income at Age 27 for Children born in 1992 whose Parents Earned $27K

Black Children Born in 1992 White Children Born in 1992
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Changes in Mobility for Black vs. White Children with Low-Income Parents
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Black Children from Low-Income Families
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Source: Chetty, Dobbie, Goldman, Porter, Yang (2024) .==§



Characteristics of High-Opportunity Areas

How do social connections across class lines impact mobility?




Opportunity Varies by Place + is hyper local

Average Household Income at Age 35 for Children whose Parents Earned $27K (25th percentile)

Growing up in adjacent neighborhoods can be the same as living in completely
different regions of the U.S.
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Characteristics of High Mobility Neighborhoods

i9:

Lower Poverty More Stable Better School Greater Social
Rates Family Structure Quality Capital




Characteristics of High Mobility Neighborhoods

Greater Social
Capital

Economic Connectedness

_________________________________

50% Exposure
Segregation by Income

50% Friending Bias
Interaction conditional on exposure




Economic Opportunity and Social Capital

Upward Mobility Economic Connectedness
Based on Tax Records Based on Facebook Data

Average Household Income at Age 35 Share of Above-Median-Income Friends
for Children whose Parents Earned $27k among Below-Median-Income People

www.socialcapital.org

Source: Chetty, Friedman, Hendren, Jones, Porter (2018); Chetty, Jackson, Kuchler, Stroebel et al. (Nature 2022)



Economic Opportunity and Social Capital

Baltimore City, MD

Upward Mobility
Based on Tax Records

lumbia

Average Household Income at Age 35
for Children whose Parents Earned $27k

Economic Connectedness
Based on Facebook Data

lumbia

Share of Above-Median-Income Friends
among Below-Median-Income People

www.socialcapital.org

Source: Chetty, Friedman, Hendren, Jones, Porter (2018); Chetty, Jackson, Kuchler, Stroebel et al. (Nature 2022)



Ways to Explore this Data




Ways You Can Explore The Data

The Opportunity Atlas

THE OPPORTUNITY ATLAS

Which places in America offer children the best chance

to rise out of poverty?

The Opportunity Atlas answers this
question using anonymous data
following millions of Americans
from childhood to adulthood.

Now you can trace the roots of
today's opportunity back to the
neighborhoods where people grew
up.

See where and for whom
opportunity has been missing, how
itis changing, and use this data to
inform local solutions to help more
children rise out of poverty.

ATLAS MODULES
MODULE 2

COUNTY & METRO
MOBILITY TRENDS >

MODULE 1

NEIGHBORHOOD
MOBILITY OUTCOMES ?

Designed and developed by

(Q DARKHORSE

The Social Capital Atlas

i OPPORTUNITY
stz INSIGHTS

SOCIAL CAPITAL ATLAS i

Social capital - the strength of our relationships and communities - has been shown to play
an important role in outcomes ranging from income to health. Using privacy-protected data
on 21 billion friendships from Facebook, we measure three types of social capital in each
neighborhood, high school, and college in the United States. Use this tool to explore social
capital in your community and how it connects to children's chances of rising out of poverty.

., @

Cohesiveness Economic Connectedness

Civic Engagement

The degree to which social networks are The degree to which low-income and high- Rates of volunteering and participation in

fragmented into cliques income people are friends with each other

EXPLORE THE DATA or ’ Q Search acounty...

Chetty, Jackson, Kuchler, Stroebel, et al. Nature 2022 >

community organizations

VIRTUAL OFFICE HOURS

Talk with Ol’s Research Translation team 7
about how to put Ol data into action.



https://calendly.com/opportunityinsights-info/office-hours

Learn from Local Action

See how Charlotte, NC community leaders turned research
into real-world strategies for advancing mobility.




Sparking Place-Based Investment to Improve Economic Mobility

Charlotte, North Carolina

Che Charlotte Observer

Land of Opportunity? Not by a long shot.

“When the headline broke about the Harvard
University/UC Berkeley study that ranked Charlotte-
Mecklenburg 50th out of 50 in upward mobility for
children born into our lowest income quintile, many in
our community responded with disbelief. How, on the
one hand, can we be such a vital and opportunity-rich
community, and on the other, be ranked dead last in
the odds that our lowest income children and youth
will be able to move up the economic ladder as they
become adults?”

veal‘lup BANK OF AMERICA %7
PARTNERSHIP IN ACTION

$160M corporate investment in local workforce
development

D CITY of CHARLOTTE

Mayor’s initiative raises $250M to boost
opportunity in Charlotte

Leading on
Opportunity

A local data tool developed to monitor
opportunity indicators for >100 area nonprofits

Source: The Charlotte Observer (2018); YearUp & Bank of America | The Mayor’s Initiative | Leading on Opportunity



https://about.bankofamerica.com/en/making-an-impact/tech-jobs-without-degree
https://about.bankofamerica.com/en/making-an-impact/tech-jobs-without-degree
https://www.equityclt.org/
https://www.leadingonopportunity.org/

In conversation with

Leading on Opportunity

Sherri Chisholm
Executive Director

AJ Calhoun
Director of Research & Impact

Scan to explore LOO’s case study:

Leading on
Opportunity
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Explore your community’s data
Opportunity Atlas

Social Capital Atlas

Mobility Report Cards

Economic Tracker

Questions?
Email us at info@opportunityinsights.org

Sign up for office hours

Follow our latest work
X (Formerly Twitter) @Opplnsights
BlueSky @Oppinsights.bsky.social

LinkedIn @Opportunity Insights

Thank You

Scan to explore our resources.

opportunityinsights.org/resources/

.. OPPORTUNITY E& HARVARD
sasmE INSIGHTS () UNIVERSITY


https://opportunityinsights.org/resources/
mailto:info@opportunityinsights.org
https://calendly.com/opportunityinsights-info/office-hours
https://x.com/OppInsights
https://bsky.app/profile/oppinsights.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/opportunityinsights/
https://www.opportunityatlas.org/
https://socialcapital.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/projects/college-mobility/
https://www.tracktherecovery.org/
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