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The Municipal Financial Empowerment 

Field

$69M+ in 
Grants

~150 Cities 
& Counties
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Financial Empowerment in Detroit
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Financial Empowerment in Action

• Sacramento identified municipal fines and fees as impacting financial stability; 
they worked with city departments to emphasize equity considerations and 
ultimately right-size fees.

• Tulsa cultivated a key champion within the city's court system and convinced 
them that FEC financial counseling could help residents deal with court fines and 
fees, leading to an ongoing interagency collaboration.

• St. Paul’s immigrant community was falling prey to fraudulent legal service 
providers who falsely promised legal assistance; they launched a consumer 
awareness communications campaign to ensure immigrants knew their rights and 
what to look out for, as well as how to get redress.
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What is Financial Empowerment?
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Financial Empowerment Opportunities

Banking Access
Small Business 
Development

Credit Building
Consumer 
Protection

Income Supports 
(e.g., tax credits, 
and emergency 

assistance)

Immigration 
Support

Disaster 
Preparedness/ 

Recovery

Workforce 
Development

Housing
Economic 

Development
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Join the Movement!
• Join our mailing list: www.cfefund.org

• Connect with us (TLindsay@cfefund.org and KPlat@cfefund.org) 

• Follow us on LinkedIn (@CFEFund) and BlueSky (@cfefund.bsky.social)

• Upcoming RFPs:

• Bank On Academy – August 2025

• FEC Academy – Fall 2025

• Emergency Financial Empowerment – Fall 2025

• Financial Empowerment Cities – Winter 2025

http://www.cfefund.org/
mailto:TLindsay@cfefund.org
mailto:Kplat@cfefund.org
mailto:Kplat@cfefund.org
mailto:Kplat@cfefund.org
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Fireside Chat

• Tamara Lindsay, Chief of Strategy, Cities for Financial 
Empowerment Fund

• Lesley MacDonald, Outreach and Engagement Manager, 
Office of Consumer Protection, Howard County, MD
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